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A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme  
Highways Agency  
Woodlands 
Manton Industrial Estate 
Manton Lane  
Bedford  
MK41 7LWL 

 
Dear Sirs 
 
Ref: A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme – Hilton Action on Traffic 
(HAT) group  
 
With reference to the current consultation concerning this proposed scheme, I am 
writing on behalf of the Hilton Action on Traffic (HAT) group to express the 
considered and agreed views of our members. 
 
HAT is a group of Hilton village residents, which has been established and operating 
since 2008. Some of its main concerns are the volume of traffic through our village, 
speeding issues, HCVs and air and noise pollution.  
 
The frequency of incidents on the current A14 is well documented and a positive 
resolution to this problem would be welcomed by all concerned with the situation.  
However, can we be assured that the current proposed plans will benefit road users 
and not adversely affect village residents?  
 
We have studied both the old and new consultation documents and we remain 
gravely concerned that the main issues affecting Hilton have been overlooked: 
 

 The close proximity of the proposed route 

 Raised carriageway and the apparent confusion as to its final height above 
existing road levels 

 The actual scale of the development 

 The impact of additional bridges crossing the new carriageway, the height 
and necessary length and gradient of approach road that would be required 

 Extra work and environmental impact required to straighten the current 
B1040 
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 As the B1040 through Hilton appears to become the shortest route between 
the Godmanchester junction and St Ives – the potential for ‘rat-running’ and 
increased general traffic becomes a distinct likelihood 

 The impact on the village during the whole construction and completion 
phases 

 The environmental impact due to the necessity of local ‘borrow pits’ 

 General pollution issues relating to noise, light and air 

 The lack of clear and accurate details for the scheme does not encourage or 
allow for informed challenge and discussion. 

 
Further questions that arise from these concerns, for which we would appreciate 
answers, include: 
 

 Why has the Highways Agency not produced more detailed information, such 
as noise modelling, which they had done at the same stage of previous 
consultations on the A14? 

 Will there be further exhibitions and consultation opportunities for local 
residents after any such noise, traffic and air pollution modelling has taken 
place? 

 What arrangements will be put in place with regard to minimising the 
movement of construction related traffic through the village of Hilton during 
the construction and commissioning phase? 

 At what times of the day (and night?) and on which days of the week is 
construction work planned to take place in regard to minimising the 
disruption to the surrounding population?  How will this be managed and 
“policed”? 

 What arrangements are going to be put in place to negate additional 
pollution (such as noise and dust) during the construction phase? 

 Has the need for adequate drainage been taken into account during the 
construction phase, when it is likely that the main drainage channel from 
Hilton (Westbrook) will be compromised during construction, with its 
eventual re-routing?  This is likely to need increased capacity during the 
whole period of construction. 

 What efforts have been made to make use of the latest research and 
technologies to mitigate the effects (such as noise and air pollution) the new 
road will have on the neighbouring population and/or utilisation of those that 
are already well established and of proven use in other countries? 

 As the new road will cross a flood plain, what provision is being planned to 
ensure that this does not make the water management situation with the 
village of Hilton, worse than it currently is? 

 
 
A detailed Environmental Noise Study was carried out in 2010 and the conclusion 
contained within the report stated, amongst other recommendations and 
observations: 
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“From this study it is apparent that during the night time, levels now are not 
acceptable, they currently run at 9dB higher than the LA90i background levels, 
this is almost twice as high as might be expected for a rural village. A significant 
contributor is the current A14.”  

 
This report highlights that in 2010 levels were unacceptable and with the proposed 
road being much closer to the village, also at an unconfirmed but increased height 
above that of the existing road, what levels of noise, air and vibration pollution can 
the village of Hilton expect? No satisfactory evidence on these matters is currently 
available and no action appears to have been undertaken to produce accurate data.  
 
The mitigation measures outlined below would provide some reassurance to local 
residents:- 
 

 Utilising the figures from the 2010 report, the recommended installation of a 
double skinned reflective barrier, constructed of either plastic of timber 
would be capable of improving the noise climate of the village of Hilton by an 
average of 3.5dB more than the current bund design will. 

 The visual impact of the elevated section of the proposed route could be 
minimised by lowering the level to the absolute minimum required and 
reduce significantly the visual intrusion to local residents.  Residents are still 
awaiting clarification as to why this new section of the route has to be so 
elevated? 

 The current design proposal suggests a bund at a height of 1 metre above 
carriageway level.  We would propose that a substantial natural banking 
system, at a much increased height with semi-mature trees in situ, would 
provide a much more effective barrier. 

 Low noise road surface should be used on the carriageway. 

 Borrow Pits for use during the construction phase should no longer be 
operational after completion of the scheme.  Assurances that plans for using 
this site to develop a green conservation area to mitigate the impact upon 
the diverse flora and fauna (including protected species) surrounding the 
village of Hilton will be undertaken. 

 Alternative routes should be set up for construction traffic during the whole 
building phase in order to negate the need for any construction related 
vehicles to drive through the village. 

 Plans must be put in place to prevent construction traffic through the village 
of Hilton during the construction phase, to enable any necessary post-
scheme traffic calming measures to be implemented in a timely fashion. 

 Ensure contractual mitigation measures are included in the design 
specification for the scheme.  This will ensure that they are an integral part of 
the tender process. 

 
The current scheme remains an expensive option with the sole apparent focus on 
improving road capacity between north Cambridge and the A1 with little 
consideration for local businesses and communities. 
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In conclusion Hilton Action on Traffic would like to highlight to the Highways Agency 
that we are not against progress in finding a solution to the problem of the current 
A14.  We are, however, anxious to ensure that the anxieties and concerns of local 
residents are listened to, considered and acted upon at this stage of the planning 
process.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Ken Attwood 
Chairman Hilton Action on Traffic (HAT) 
 
Submitted on behalf of HAT 
15/06/2014   
                                                 
i
 http://www.acoustic-glossary.co.uk/definitions-l.htm 


